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From The Director’s Desk 

Dear Band Parents, 

We’re off and running! After several weeks of 
intense work, the Purple Regiment has settled into 
a daily routine of learning and improving. I must tell 
you how proud I am of all the students in our band 
program. They have worked exceptionally hard 
through several weeks of HOT and harsh 
conditions. But to their credit, they have managed 
to persevere with exemplary attitudes and 
commendable work standards. Thank you for 
supporting them throughout this period.  

As we move into our competitive season, I certainly 
would like to encourage all of you to be active 
parents and supporters. Meetings are especially 
important since we will have many topics of 
discussion that directly affect you and your child. 
This is also a great opportunity for you to meet 
people and find ways to get involved. All parents 
are vital to our success. Whether your child is a 
woodwind, brass, percussion, color guard or drum 
major, YOU are important to us. The parent support 
here at Northwestern has been so phenomenal 
over the past years….we want to continue and build 
on that tradition.  

 

Please take the time to check our website: 
purpleregiment.org. Updated schedules, forms, 
documents and other pertinent information are 
available to you.  

As the season progresses, I will use both the web 
site and email to send information to you. For 
instance, when I know schedules for Saturday 
competitions, I’ll post call times, departure, 
performance and return times there for your 
convenience.  

In the meantime, encourage your child to practice 
and get his or her music passed off. Only through 
daily, consistent individual practice can we hope to 
achieve our goals this year. I’m looking forward to 
working with you this year. Staff and students are 
very excited about the potential of this year’s show:  
“Gratitude” featuring the music of Mass by 
Leonard Bernstein. Please contact the band office if 
you have questions or concerns. 

Thanks for all you do……..YOU ARE THE BEST!!!! 

Regards, 

Larry Wells; Band Director 

 



From The President’s Podium 
 
Dear Purple Regiment Family, 
 
We’re off to a great start!  Your student did a 
fantastic job at band camp and the show is taking 
shape.  I hope you all were able to attend the 
exhibition and covered dish dinner the last day of 
camp to see their progress.  It is amazing to see 
how the show progresses from early in the year to 
late October and November.  
 
We have had our first general booster club meeting 
where a lot of information was given out.  If you 
were unable to attend, you can find most of this 
information on our website 
www.purpleregiment.org. 
 
If you have not signed up, there are many areas 
within the booster club where you can “plug in” to 
help. Our Hospitality and Olde English/5A 
Committees are just two areas where your 
assistance is needed.  If you have any questions 
about a committee with the booster club, please 
feel free to contact me.  I promise you that we can 
find a place for you! 
 
I announced at the 
meeting that the 
band would be 
holding a fall 
spaghetti dinner 
fundraiser this year.  
Please mark 
Saturday, 
September 23rd on 
your calendars.  
This is the same 
date as the BOA rehearsal for the band.  All 
proceeds from your student’s ticket sales will go 
directly into their BCP account. I ask that each 
student bring to the band room a large package of 
spaghetti and large jar of plain spaghetti sauce.  
Please be sure to put your student’s name on it.   
 
Please be sure that your water and soft drinks are 
delivered to the band room soon.  It won’t be long 
until these items, as well as, sandwiches, chips, 
and snacks will be needed for the trips to 
competitions. 
 
I look forward to working with you as this season 
progresses.  If there are any questions that you 
may have, please feel free to contact me. 
 
John Huskins; President  

Purple Wear! 
It's always fashionable to 

wear purple! 
 
You know you want to get a jump on being with the 
"IN" crowd by having your purple shirt(s). You can 
always "spot" a band supporter because of their 
purple wear and the students love us for it!   
  
If you have not placed your order for the Show 
Shirts (for parents and families), there will be a sign 
up sheet for you to fill out at the next booster club 
meeting.  We ask that you prepay when you place 
your order for the shirts.   
 
We will have shirts, hats, pens, car tags, flags and 
Purple Regiment Cook Books to name some of the 
items.   
 
We are excited to have a new item – a Gear Bag 
(size 20"x 10"x 10") embroidered with the NW 
Purple Regiment and Student's name.  If you are 
ordering the bag, we ask that you prepay when you 
place the order, because the bag is personalized.   
 
We accept cash, checks (payable to Northwestern 
Band Booster) and BCP's (which are Band Credit 
Points) from fundraisers.  We look forward to seeing 
you wear PURPLE! and thank you if you have 
purchased for summer - look for upcoming items for 
cooler days as well.   
 
Call or email Virginia Collins if you have any 
questions or would like to order a shirt(s). Virginia 
Collins 803-327-8276 or Virginia.collins@coats.com 
 

 
 

FOOTBALL TICKETS: 
 

We are now pre-selling 
season football tickets.  The 
cost is $30 per person.  The 
band parents sit in a group 
next to the band in the 
stadium.  Please contact me if 
you are interested in tickets.    
Lee Harmon. 

 
leeharmon@comporium.net 

 
Or you are welcome to call me at 327-4978. 

 



OLDE ENGLISH FESTIVAL OF 
BANDS & STATE 5A’s 

 
The Northwestern Band Boosters in conjunction 
with RHHS hosts a competition on October 7 called 
Olde English Festival of Bands. Additionally this 
year we will be hosting the state 5A championship 
in November.  These activities require all families' 
involvement.  Each family is asked to work a two 
hour shift during these days.  There are many 
committees you can sign up for.  Watch for these in 
your newsletter.  There are sign up sheets in the 
band room.  Please call or email if you have any 
questions.  Thanks, Lee 
 

Olde English – Saturday, October 6 
State 5A – Saturday, November 4 

 
Olde English is a band competition hosted jointly by 
Rock Hill and Northwestern High Schools.  This 
year we will also be hosting State 5A 
Championships.  Sign up sheets to work these 
events will be available at the booster club 
meetings.  Every family is asked to work at least 
one two hour shift for these events.  It is our main 
band fundraiser of the year and we need 
everyone’s support.  Listed below are the 
committees and a brief description of what each 
committee does.  Some of the committees can be 
staffed by students and sign-up sheets will be taken 
to the band room later in September.  All parents 
are asked to look for opportunities to sell ads for the 
programs or to put in personal ads.  Take a form to 
your work place!  Ad forms are available on the 
board in the band room. 
 

• Baked Goods - Price and sell baked goods 
donated by Booster Club members 

• Band Director of the Day - Monitor 
donations and count money collected to 
determine winner 

• Concessions - Sell food & drinks from 
concession stands  

• Dressing Rooms - Show bands to 
dressing rooms, check dressing rooms for 
articles left behind  

• Field Control – Assist bands on and off the 
field and man gates 

• First Aid – Man the first-aid tent for ill or 
injured students 

• Gate Admissions - Sell gate tickets, stamp 
hands, monitor exit & band gates 

• Hospitality - Set up & manage Hospitality 
Tent for band directors  

• Hourly Cleanup - Patrol stadium collecting 
trash and emptying containers 

• Name Tags/Sign-in – Provide name tags 
and sign in volunteers 

• Parking - Direct incoming buses to bus 
parking; direct car parking on all lots 

• Program Sales - Sell programs at front 
entrance  

• Registration/Guides - Greet band 
directors, deliver entry packets, notify press 
box of arrival; coordinate student guides to 
lead bands to dressing rooms, warm up 
and field control   

• Ushers – Control stadium entrance/exit 
during performances 

• Warm-Up/Water - Show bands to correct 
warm-up area; provide water to bands after 
warm-ups; ensure band departs warm-up to 
field control on schedule  

• Welcome - Greet buses on arrival; stamp 
hands of all band students and bus drivers; 
point out entrance to stadium for bands 
needing rest rooms  

Remember, when you volunteer we will be counting 
on you to work both events – Olde English and 5A. 
Although students can and do help out on 
committees during the Olde English event, they will 
not be able to work during the State 5A 
Championship.  

Regardless of what committee(s) you are on, you 
will be able to watch our students when they 
perform on the field. Once all committees are 
staffed, committee chairpersons will call all 
volunteers and coordinate scheduling all volunteers 
and shifts.  The Tuesday night before the event, all 
volunteers (both from Rock Hill and Northwestern) 
meet at the stadium and "walk-through" the various 
committee functions with the chairpersons.  If you 
have questions or would like to volunteer call Lee 
Harmon at 327-4978 or email her at 
Leeharmon@comporium.net. 
 
 

 
 

UNIFORMS 
 
Summer Uniform payments are due Monday 
August 14th.  Checks can be made payable to 
Northwestern Band Boosters and deposited in the 
Purple Box.  If paying by check, please write your 
child's name and "summer uniform" at the bottom of 



your check.  Shorts are $20.00 and show shirts are 
$10.00.  Please e-mail me if you are not sure what 
you owe.  We will start handing out the fall uniforms 
with the summer uniforms.  If your child needs to 
have their pants hemmed PLEASE DO NOT CUT 
THE PANTS OFF. Only the pants and jacket are to 
be dry cleaned.  The gauntlets (cuffs) and the 
removable gold sash cannot be dry cleaned.  
Please refer to your handbook for any information 
on care of the uniforms. 
 
If you have any questions feel free to e-mail or call 
Heather or me. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Cynthia Johnson Heather Thomas 
 
 

 
 
The Purple Regiment’s Web Site 
 
Well, the 2006 - 
2007 Purple 
Regiment’s 
website is up 
and running 
and the input 
received from 
many of you 
has been 
greatly 
appreciated.  We are adding a good deal of new 
material as well as details on past triumphs, so be 
sure to bookmark the site and check back regularly. 
 
If there is something that you would like to see 
added to the site, feel free to send us your 
suggestions and we will try to get it on line.  If you 
have any photos that you think others would like to 
see, especially for some of the past years shows 
and events, let us know and you might just see your 
material on the web! 
 

The website address is . . . . . 
http://www.PurpleRegiment.org 

 

 
 
 
 

CALENDER REMINDERS 
 

• The next Band Boosters meeting will be on 
Sept. 11 instead of the 4th due to the Labor 
Day Holiday 

• The 1st Exhibition of the new show, 
“Gratitude” will be 9/16 at Fort Mill High 
School in the York County Exhibition of 
bands 

• Be sure to check the web site for more 
dates including performances, practices 
and fund raising opportunities at the 
Knights and Panthers games as well as the 
Northwestern Trojan’s home games. 

 
 

 
 
Looking for Newsletter Input 

 
If you have any information you would like to 
include in an upcoming newsletter, send it to the 
newsletter editor at asabisch@comporium.net or 
bring it up at the next Band Booster Meeting on 
September 11, 2006. 
 


